ORDIN 


Uv.-oas  .o  do  on  it  etiedlent  to  consult  oorsona  ^a-s  •■‘ho  have 
ro.udore  r.itn  1  services  to  the  State,  and  to  avail  Ourselves  of 
their  /il table  advise  on  matters  of  State,  we  hereby  establish 
Jur  Privy  Council,  which  shall  henceforth  be  an  institution  of 
)ur  supreme  counsel*  and  .0  hereby  also  give  Our  Sunctnn  to  the 
>ro3.int  Ordinance  relating  to  the  organization  of  tho  said  rrivy 
Council  and  to  the  Regulations  of  tho  busln’ss  thereof,  ind  ardor 
it  to  be  >roJ  mlgated. 

(The  Imorinl  Sign-manual) 


rivy  council 


ORGA’TI&iTIO  <  01.-  T 


onstitution 


Article  I.  The  Privy  Council  shall  bo  the  tlaco  at  which  it  will 
bo  the  Cmoror's  oleasuro  to  attend  and  there  hold  consultation 
on  iPDortiat  '.atters  of  State. 


article  II.  The  Privy  Council  shall  bo  composed  of  a  President 
a  Vice-President,  twenty-four  Councillors,  a  Chief  Secrotar  • 
and  Socretari  s.  Tho  number  of  full-time  Secretaries  shall  bo 
fixed  at  three. 


.rticl?  III.  '’’ho  Pr  sidont,  Vico-*' resident ,  and  Councillors 
th»  Privy  Council  3hall  be  of  ihinnin  rank,  the  Chief  Secrotar 
of  Chok’xni';  rank,  and  the  Sec  rotaries  of  oonin  rank. 


irticie  IV.  Ho  one  who  ha3  not  reached  the  fortieth  year  of  his 
ago  shall  Oj  eligible  to  be  appointed  President,  Vice-President 
or  a  Councillor  of  tho  Privy  Council. 


.rticlo  /.  There  shall  bo  one  full-time  Private  secretary  of  tho 
President  in  tho  Privy  Council,  who  shall  be  of  Sonen  rank. 


2.  There  shall  bo  on  lull-titao  associate  Soorotar 
Cou'cil,  who  shall  bo  ">f  oonin  rank. 


PURL :  http  ://w w w.  legal- tools .  org/doc/7  2a5  3  a/ 


«• 


Ooc. 


*  ,  1  3 


Ohaoter  II 
fictions 


•  rti«lo  VI.  The  Jr  Ivy  Council  shall  hold  doliborations.  md 

n  3ont  opinions  to  the  iSrnoror  for  his  decision  on  the  under- 
ntionod  outtors 


. 


1.  natters  which  are  undor  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Vriv"  ‘ 

v  ounoil  according  to  the  Constitution  und  the  I^oorial  TTousohold 
0‘dini-icoa,  and  Ordinances  that  are  especially  referred  to  the 
Privy  Council  by  the  Enooror. 


9 

••  Drifts  and  doubts  with  reference  t?  the  trticl  .s 
Constituti  ons 


of  the 


.'ju\v 3  and  Imperial  Ordinances  incidental  to  tho  Constituti  >n 

4.  jnondmeut  of  the  organization  and  the  regulations  f or 
t  o  conn  cfc  of  business  of  tho  Privy  Council. 

70  r\,  1  °r?lnancos  as  irevicjod  for  in  articles  3  and 

fo  of  t'  o  .’nstitution. 


0  • 
7. 

of  the 


conclusion  of  Internationa A  treaties. 

-hr  o c lunation  of  partial  lav-  as  orovidod  for 
C  institution. 


in 


article  14 


I  ’  ortant  Imperial  Ordinances  concerning  education 


9.  Important  Imperial  Ordinances 
of  various  tranches  of  administration 

tion3. 


concerning  tho  organization 
and  other  official  rogula- 


10.  I  ■  oorial  Ordinances  concerning, 
ainn  ©sty. 


t'^o  causes  of  honors  and 


il.  attors  other  than 
and  es/top l  illy  roforrod  + o 

VII.  (dele tod) . 


th  -s.(  listed  in  tho  .orocodiu  •  Pa-doers 
the  Privy  Council  by  the  Saporor. 


article  'j.j.i.  vhou’ h  tho  *Jriv  Council 

resort  U  counsel  ^t  shall  not*  interfere 


is  tho  Emoeror's  highest 
with  tho  oxocutivo. 


2  - 
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-liberations  and  3usinc  33 

.rticlw  XX.  Tho  deliberations  of  th  trivy  Council  1,  , 

.nor)  i'.nl.ss  ton  or  moru  .’rlvy  Councillors*.,.’  itMmt  ®  tS 


L-.0 

by 


deliberations  of  V'O  Privy  Council  shall  bo 


.rticl t  X. 

Jreoidwi  3vor  by  tho  ?rosidunt.  \hon  the  President  is^-.^f  ,1 
.rom  doing  so  by  unavoidable  circumstances,  tho  Vico-. ’res  idoit 
ihall  orodido  over  tho  deliberations ;  and  in  case  tho  ViJe-'^L 
^Iso  arovonted  they  shall  bo  -.r,. -sided  over  b-  one  of 
-ho  -  f ivy  Councillors  according  to  tho  order  of  their  JwwddL. 

lS5J’olu^3CC'J  lho  Ai»i«tor  shall  bo  entitled  b-*  virtue  of  fc’imr 
office  to  sit  in  the  Privy  Council  as  Councillors  and  shall  Wo 

V?J°  f*}e  ;'liniat'J"3  ‘’ay  send  their’repr  >sontativos 
to  tho  do liberations  of  tho  Privy  Co  noil,  who  shall  have  the 
ri^ht  to  thoro  make  speeches  and  explanations  but  such  reor^enta- 
t  ivr.s  s  mil  not  have  tho  right  to  voto. 

.rticlo  XII.  Debates  in  the  Privy  Council  shall  be  decidod  b-  a 
•  Jorit-y  of  the  numbers  present.  In  case  of  an  oqual  division  of 
••  tos  tho  presiding  official  shall  have  tho  decidin',  voto. 

.rticio  Xj.iI.  rho  President  shall  have  tho  supromo  control  of  all 
the  busanes  of  the  Privy  Council  *nj  shall  sign  every  official 
dooumont  .'rooooding  fro?)  tho  Council.  6  y 

f  Til°  Vico- /resident  suall  assist  t’-'e  President  in 

the  disenargo  of  his  duties. 

.rticlo  XI  .  A'ho  °hiof  secretary  shall  uanago  all  ordinar  - 
business  of  the  Privy  Cyncil,  under  tho  direction  of  the  >rusi- 
iont,  shall  countersign  every  official  document  issuing  from  tho 
>riv'r  1  ou.no  i. I,  shall  investigate  natter  to  bo  submitted  to  delibera¬ 
tion,  shall  >r  oare  reports,  and  shall  h*  o  a  seat  in  the  asso^blv 
luring  du liberations  that  ho  may  offer  noodod  oxihnatims,  but  “ 
h.,  shxll  nit  ha vo  tho  i>ov/or  to  voto. 

The  Secretaries  shall  tako  minutes  of  tho  Arocuod- 
ngs,  and  shall  assist  the  Chief  Secretary  in  tho  discharge  of 
is  duties,  ’.hen  tho  Chief  Secretary  is  provuntod  from  disohrr/  - 
m.g  his  duties,  one  of  tho  Secretaries  shall  ro  present  him  therein. 


-  b 


PURL :  http  ://w w w.  legal- tools .  org/doc/7  2a5  3  a/ 


I 


JGf.  Doc.  Ho.  2413 


In  tho  minutes  rolorrod  to  in  tho  preceding 
a  )  p  tuGre  shall  bo  .nont iont.d  tho  names  of  fchoso  pr^sont 

at  the  proceedings,  tho  essential  -joints  of  the  natters 'that  have 
coon  uud.r  discussion,  of  viuostions  that  have  be>.n  proioundod  and 
'i  re .3 lie 3  i<r it  nave  been  made  thereto,  and  if  decisions  arrived 
t . 

.rticle  XI  /-‘5.  Tho  Private  Secretary  of  tho  President  shall  take 
charge  >f  affairs  of  tho  Secretariat  of  tho  .’resident. 

irtic la  XI'r-b.  xhe  associate  Secretary  shull  take  char  a  of 
affairs  by  order  of  his  superiors. 

article  K7 •  dxco it  in  s  )ocial  cases,  no  doliboration  cat\  be? 
>3onod  unless  reports  of  any  investigation  that  may  hwe  been 
ordered  have  been  3ru,iared  ,nd  forwarded  to  oach  mombor  of  the 
* rivy  council  together  with  tho  documents  necessary  for  due 
deliberation. 

H  •  •  • 

i}i.;  order  of  the  day  and  r.;  oorts  are  to  be  previously  for- 
wardod  to  th  ;  Minister. 


HiiGUl.iT IONS  i-’OR  TJlJi  CONDUCT  01-  BUSINESS 
0?  T!Ui  PRI/y  COUNCIL 


article  I.  -vu  privy  Council  shall  formulate  its  opinion  on 
matters  submitted  to  it3  deliberation  by  order  of  tho  iScueror. 

..rticlo  II.  The  /rivy  Council  cannot  r  coive  3otition3,  ro- 
iroaentations,  or  other  corn- -.unications  from  the  Imperial  ^iet 
from  either  House  of  the  same,  from  any  Government  Office,  or*from 
any  of  Japanese  subjects  whatever. 


IJ1.*  r'°  *Jrivy  Council  shall  ha-'o  official  connection 

’'  lth  t  .e  Cabinet  and  with  tho  Minister  ohly,  and  officially  shall 
not  communicate  or  hav  i  any  conaaction  vhatov  r  with  tho  Im  :erial 
Diet  or  any  of  Japanese  subjects. 


article  17.  Ahe  .’r  .sidont  of  the 
°‘iiof  See  rotary  thereof  to  invistig 
Privy  ^ouicil,  and  also  to  irrparo 
v.iittod  to  its  doliboration. 


fri  -y  Council  shall  cause  th0 
to  matters  submitted  to  tho 
reports  on  matters  to  bo  3Ub- 


In  cas ...  tho  /resident  dooms  it  necessary  he  may  undertake 
liTiso If  t3  prtpurc  tho  abovo-mont  ionod  reports,  or  ho  rav  ao  Joint 
on..;  or  .ore  of  the  Privy  Councillors  for  tho  purooso. 


-  4  - 
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^'',D0rt3  of  Invest  lotions  shall  be  forv/ardoi  co  tho 
*  resident  07  t.ia  oorson  charged  with  t'>o  preparation  thoroof. 

In  C-- so  requiring  oxpadltion  such  rooorts  nay  bo  ^ado  or^llv 

n,fU’°  ”!srJl0„  ,9lat*  01  «“  alters  NMrt»!  u->on  " 

.11  30  onofly  statod  in  tho  record  heroin  referred  to  in  ..rticle 

-ill 

.rticlo  n.  •ifc«  i’rrsidont  may  fix  t>e  period  v ithin  whioh  resorts 
/*  inpst;i--tion  shall  be  wade.  The  resorts  shall  bo  prooarod  v  ith 
lS  ’  uch  ^lssatch  as  -possible,  and  ns  Procrastination  is  allov-ablo. 

-’h  Cabinet  may,  in  regard  to  matters  of  urgent  i  nortanco. 
address  cop.  plications  of  that  nature  to  tho  Privy  Council  nd  °ay 
also  fix  the  tio  of  deliberation  thoroon.  7 

irticlo  VII.  ^oolea  of  reports  of  investigations,  to  ot’-er  - ith 
copies  of  ac-onimnyitij  snsors,  shill  be  forvardod  to  one'-  ora  of 
the  Hfliosrs  of  tho  Priv-  Council,  at  least  throe  days  orovious  to 
tho  0 sating  of  the  de liberations  on  tho  natters  in  question. 

record  shall  be  host  in  chronilogical  order  of  the 
dolibor at  1  sis  to  bo  hold.  i'ho  patters  to  bo  inserted  in  t1*  >  said 
rocord  ars:-- 

1  Uio  nature  of  tho  mutters  to  .30  deliberated  u>on. 

2.  1  no  date  of  tho  forwarding  of  3a  )er3  srovious  to  the 
opening  of  the  deliberations.  , 

e.  f’r :  date  of  actual  doli  .oration,  and  so  forth. 

‘n  •  rdor  of  the  dry,  similar  in  foxy  to  tho  records  mentioned 
in  t».o  )roceaini  section,  shall  be  proharod  concerning  each  and 
every  matter  to  be  submitted  to  deliberation. 

.  ?ai6„°rdor  of  the  day  shill  bo  forwarded  to  each  usmbor 

of  the  -riv  *  Council  tbrv«  days  srovious  to  tho  ooonin ,  of  t^e 
deliberations  thereon.  Tho  forwarding  of  thu  said  oedor  of  the  da-^ 
3hall  also  00  regarded  as  an  order  to  sorsonall'r  attond  at  the 
deli ee rat ion s  in  question. 

..rticlo  I  A.  The  days  and  hours  oi  the  deliberations  or  tho  frivv 
council  shall  be  fixed  by  thy  President.  The  Iwinistor  u-  ,  howi- 
ovor,  roqnost  that  the  day  and  hour  bo  cnanjod. 

.^rtlcl;  X.  The  deliberations  of  the  Privy  Council  shall  be  con- 
ductod  by  y  j  .’resident  or  tho  Vic  c -Pro  si  dor.  t  in  confer -it"  with 
tho  followin.  rules:--  v 
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I’ho  .’ryaident  shall  cause  tfca.  Chief  Secretary  to  brioflv 
the  nature  of  the  nattor  in  hand.  Upon  this  members  orosent 
bo  free  to  engage  in  debate  on  the  subject,  but  none  of  thorn 
oo  allowed  to  speak  without  having  first  obtained  the  >or- 
! ss ion  of  the  President.  The  President  shall  also  bo  free  to  take 
rJ.irVt;J}u  debate.  .Vhon  the  debate  has  concluded  the  president 
:all  state  tno  question  and  take  the  votes  thoreon.  The1  President 
all  declare  the  result  of  the  vote. 


irticlu  XI.  hfcon  q  dobato  on  a.17  Matter  mentioned  in  th3  order 
du/  has  not  boon  concluded  in  one  day  it  may  be  continued  L t 

>t her  mooting.  But  in  that  case  the  formality  mentioned  above 
jod  not  be  repeated. 


of 


rticio  XII.  Decisions  arrived  at  in  the  Privy  Council,  by  result 
.  the  vote  case,  shall  do  reduced  to  writing  by  the  Chief  Socre- 
ary  or  tie  Secretaries,  and  that  st.-.tomont  shall  bo  submitted  to 
*  r‘,3*'-,ent •  T'°  3aid  written  decision  shall  have  auended  to 
*  “5®  ri:aso?J  that  conduced  to  it;  and,  in  tho  case  of  hirhlv 
’ oortant  matters,  a  memorandum  stating  tho  ossontial  )oin£s  of 
ho  dobato  shall  accompany  it. 

^embers  present  who  entertain  c.n  opinion  opposod  to  the 
jcislon  arrived  at  may  rorfuo3t  tho  recording' of  thoir  votes. and 
f  the  reasons  for  their  opinion,  in  the  reports  of  tho  debates,  in 
ho  documents  stating  the  reasons  for  tho  opinion  of  tho  Privv 

ouncil,  or  in  the  memorandum  stating  tho  essential  points  of'tho 
•pbato. 

}, 

rticio  XIII.  iho  decision  mentioned  in  the  irecoding  article  shall 
p  presented  to  tho  .Smporor,  and  at  tho  same  timo  a  copy  thereof 
Tall  be  forwarded  to  tho  Prime  Minister. 

•  ! 

’ticlo  XI/.  The  repor  ts  of  the  debates  of  tho  Priv*'  Council  shall 
j  signed  by  the  President  and  tho  Chief  Secretary  or  tho  ducrotcrioa 
peaont ,  in  order  to  secure  their  occurary  and  trustworthiness. 
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